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in vitro fertilization embryo transfer cycles |

Kuang yanping, Ligiang M.D., PhD.

Department of Assistant Reproductive Medicine, Ninth People's Hospital, School of
Medicine, Shanghai Jiaotong University,

Medical Adviser of Shanghai Towako Clinic, China

OBJECTIVE: To investigate the success rate of proximal tubal occlusion with
Embolization Microcoil (PTOEM) in subfertile women with hydrosalpinges, and to observe
the results of subsequent treatment with IVF.

DESIGN: Restrospective analysis, clinical study.

SETTING: University hospital and teaching hospital.

PATIENT(S): 209 women with uni- or bilateral hydrosalpinges prior to IVF.
INTERVENTION(S): group 1(125 women): placement of Embolization Microcoil for
proximal tubal occlusion under X-ray monitor, group 2(13 women): laparoscopic tubectomy
/tubal ligation. group 3(71 women): no surgical intervention for hydrosalpinges.

MAIN OUTCOME MEASURE(S): pregnancy rate after IVF.

RESULT(S): The age of 3 groups were 32.7+4.1, 32.6+4.0, 32.3+4.1 respectively. Previous
failure embryo transfer(ET, both fresh and frozen cycles included) cycles of group 1 and 2
were 1.59+1.65 and 1.38+1.38. For group 1, 104 out of 125 women performed 235 ET cycles,
and 47 Clinical pregnancies were achieved (47/235=20%). For group 2, 12 out of 13 women
performed 43 ET cycles, and 10 clinical pregnancies were achieved (10/47=21.3%). For
group 3, 71 women performed 141 ET cycles, and 36 clinical pregnancies were achieved
(36/141=25.5%). There was no significant difference among those 3 groups for the clinical
pregnancy rate.

CONCLUSION(S): Clinical results suggested that PTOEM treatment has compatible
efficacy with laparoscopic tubectomy /tubal ligation. Compared with laparoscopic
tubectomy /tubal ligation, PTOEM is safer, cheaper and simple to perform, which could be

a substitute of tubectomy /tubal ligation.
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[Infertility and the provision of infertility medical services in developing countries |

Willem Ombelet M.D., PhD.
Department of Obstetrics and Gynaecology, Genk Institute for Fertility Technology,

Belgium

BACKGROUND: Worldwide more than 70 million couples suffer from infertility, the
majority being residents of developing countries. Negative consequences of childlessness
are experienced to a greater degree in developing countries when compared with Western
societies. Bilateral tubal occlusion due to sexually transmitted diseases and
pregnancy-related infections is the most common cause of infertility in developing
countries, a condition that is potentially treatable with assisted reproductive technologies
(ART). New reproductive technologies are either unavailable or very costly in developing
countries. This review provides a comprehensive survey of all important papers on the
issue of infertility in developing countries.

METHODS: Medline, PubMed, Excerpta Medica and EMBASE searches identified
relevant papers published between 1978 and 2007 and the keywords used were the
combinations of ‘affordable, assisted reproduction, ART, developing countries, health
services, infertility, IVF, simplified methods, traditional health care’.

RESULTS: The exact prevalence of infertility in developing countries is unknown due to a
lack of registration and well-performed studies. On the other hand, the implementation of
appropriate infertility treatment is currently not a main goal for most international
non-profit organizations. Keystones in the successful implementation of infertility care in
low-resource settings include simplification of diagnostic and ART procedures, minimizing
the complication rate of interventions, providing training-courses for health-care workers
and incorporating infertility treatment into sexual and reproductive health-care
programmes.

CONCLUSIONS: Although recognizing the importance of education and prevention, we
believe that for the reasons of social justice, infertility treatment in developing countries

requires greater attention at National and International levels.
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